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216 AN AGE OF PROGRESSIVE REFORM

birth, because he was white, inherited some peculiar
qualification.. ..

In the town where this young gentleman was born,
at the general election last August..., Scotland Neck
had a registered white vote of 395, most of whom of
course were Democrats, and a registered colored vote
of 534, virtually if not all of whom were Republicans,
and so voted. When the count was announced, how-
ever, there were 831 Democrats to 75 Republicans; but
in the town of Halifax, same county, the result was
much more pronounced.

In that town the registered Republican vote was
345, and the total registered vote of the township was
539, but when the count was announced it stood 990
Democrats to 41 Republicans, or 492 more Demo-
cratic votes counted than were registered votes in the
township. Comment here is unnecessary....

It would be unfair, however, for me to leave the
inferenice upon the minds of those who hear me that all
of the white people of the State of North Carolina hold
views with Mr. Kitchin and think as he does. Thank God
there are many noble exceptions to the example he sets,
that, too, in the Democratic party; men who have never
been afraid that one uneducated, poor, depressed Negro
could put to flight and chase into degradation two edu-
cated, wealthy, thrifty white men. There never has been,
nor ever will be, any Negro dominatien in that State,
and no one knows it any better than the Democratic
party. Itis a convenient howl, however, often resorted to
in order to consummate a diabolical purpose by scaring
the weak and gullible whites into support of measures
and men suitable to the demagogue....

I trust 1 will be pardoned for making a pass-
ing reference to one more gentleman—Mr. Wilson
of South Carolina—who, in the early part of this
month, made a speech, some parts of which did great
credit to him....But his purpose was incomplete
until he dragged in the reconstruction days and held
up to scorn and ridicule the few ignorant, gullible,
and perhaps purchasable Negroes who served in the
State legislature of South Carolina over thirty years
ago....These few ignorant men who chanced at that
time to hold office are given as a reason why the black
man should not be permitted to participate in the
affairs of the Government which he is forced to pay
taxes to support....

If the gentleman to whom [ have referred will par-
don me, I would like to advance the statement that
the musty records of 1868. .. as to what the Negro was
thirty-two years ago, is not a proper standard by which
the Negro living on the threshold of the twentieth
century should be measured. Since that time we have
reduced the illiteracy of the race at least 45 percent.
We have written and published nearly 500 books. We
have nearly 300 newspapers, 3 of which are dailies. We
have now in practice over 2,000 lawyers, and a cor-
responding number of doctors. We have accumulated
over $12,000,000 worth of school property and about
$40,000,000 worth of church property. We have about
140,000 farms and homes, valued in the neighberhood
of $750,000,000, and personal property valued about
$170,000,000. We have raised about $11,000,000 for
educational purposes, and the property per-capita for
every colored man, woman and child in the United ’
States is estimated at $75.

We are operating successfully several banks, com-
mercial enterprises among our people in the South
land, including one silk mill and one cotton factory.
We have 32,000 teachers in the schools of the country;
we have built, with the aid of our friends, about 20,000
churches, and support 7 colleges, 17 academies, 50
high schools, 5 law schools, 5 medical schools, and 25
theological seminaries. We have over 600,000 acres of
land in the South alone. The cotton produced, mainly
by black labor, has increased from 4,669,770 bales in
1860 to 11,235,000 in 1899. All this we have done
under the most adverse circumstances.

We have done it in the face of lynching, burning
at the stake, with the humiliation of “Jim Crow” cars,
the disfranchisement of our male citizens, slander and
degradation of our women, with the factories closed
against us, no Negro permitted to be conductor on the
railway cars...no Negro permitted to run as engineer on
a locomotive, most of the mines closed against us. Labor
unions—carpenters, painters, brick masons, machinists,
hackmen and those supplying nearly every conceiv-
able avocation for livelihood—have banded themselves
together to better their condition, but, with few excep-
tions, the black face has been left out. The Negroes are
seldom employed in our mercantile stores. . ..

Wwith all these odds against us, we are forging our
way ahead, slowly, perhaps, but surely. You may tie us
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