
Researching Credible Sources
Grossmont College
Why research?
Because in order to convince our readers that what we believe is true, we must take other opinions and facts into account. When readers see that you have done this, they respect you more and think that you are qualified to write about your subject matter.
Navigating Grossmont College’s Library Web Site and the Internet for Credible Research Sources
Below are hyperlinks that provide shortcuts to different areas of Grossmont College’s library web site. There are also descriptions which are meant to help you navigate through the different kinds of sources available. Here is the link to the library’s main page:  http://www.grossmont.edu/student-services/library/default.aspx
1. Books:

a. https://gcccd.sirsi.net/uhtbin/cgisirsi/x/x/0/49/
b. Try different phrases until you get the results you want. Using a Title key word search is probably the best way to go.

c. You can limit your search to just Grossmont College Library. However, if you find a book at Cuyamaca or SDSU, you can drive there or request them via Interlibrary Loan.
d. There are e-books as well that you can read online, but make sure these are not merely self-published books you found on Google.

e. Make sure your books are current and avoid outdated statistics or evidence. Unless you are trying to establish a historical precedent regarding your topic, your book should be no more than 5 years old.
2. Journal & Newspaper Article Databases:

a. http://libguides.grossmont.edu/az.php
b. Gale Academic Onefile, Academic Search Premier, and Gale General Onefile are just a few popular article databases that have a wide range of topics.
c. For credible journal articles, you should check the box that says “Scholarly” or “Peer Reviewed.”

d. Also, consider searching for only full-text documents. You can print and read these right from the internet; whereas, others may only give you the first paragraph because Grossmont College does not subscribe to that particular site. However, sometimes with a good Google search, you can find a free version of an article on another site.
e. Take note of the suggested topics listed at the top of the page. They are meant to help you refine your search. Also, be willing and patient enough to play around with your search terms until you get effective results. 
f. Abstracts are mini-summaries of what the article is about. It can help you determine whether or not you should waste your time reading a 10-page article.

g. Check out the “Cite This” link at the bottom. A lot of times it will help you MLA format your citation, making it easy to copy and paste into your Works Cited page. Remember that you will be graded on using MLA effectively.

h. There are also links to print and e-mail yourself the documents, so you can access them at home.

i. Unless you are trying to establish a historical precedent regarding your topic, journal articles should be no more than 5 years old, and newspaper articles should be no more than 3 years old. Usually, you can identify these date ranges in your search terms in order to weed out outdated articles.

3. Credible Online News Sources (not to be confused with web sites, which anyone can create):

a. In addition to navigating Grossmont College’s library web site, you can also go to direct news sources for credible information. In addition to using the criteria listed above in #2, make sure that the news source you are using is a widely trusted source that employs professional writers who have degrees and professional experience in their field. 

b. Newspaper or online news sources should be as current as possible but should be no more than 3 years old.

c. Below is a list of pre-approved online news sources that you can navigate for current articles on your topic of choice. Just be aware that while some sources are fairly balanced, others have a very clear political slant. 
· The New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/
· The Washington Post: https://www.washingtonpost.com/
· CNN: http://www.cnn.com/
· The Atlantic: http://www.theatlantic.com/
· Slate: https://slate.com/
· The Wall Street Journal: https://www.wsj.com/ 

· Popular Science: http://www.popsci.com/
· MSNBC: http://www.popsci.com/
· Fox News: http://www.foxnews.com/
· Los Angeles Times: http://www.latimes.com/
· Al Jazeera: http://www.aljazeera.com/
· BBC News: http://www.bbc.com/news
· The New Yorker: https://www.newyorker.com/ 

· The Economist: https://www.economist.com/ 

· Forbes: https://www.forbes.com/ 

· Foreign Affairs: https://www.foreignaffairs.com/ 

· The Guardian: https://www.theguardian.com/world 

· Business Insider: https://www.businessinsider.com/ 

Ask a Librarian:

d. http://www.questionpoint.org/crs/servlet/org.oclc.admin.BuildForm?&page=frame&institution=12728&type=2&language=1
e. You can get a hold of a librarian via e-mail, phone, in-person at a reference desk, or even via instant chat (this one is usually 24 hours a day).

Spectrum of Credibility
*When in doubt, if you are not sure about the credibility of a source, you can contact a librarian or your instructor for more help. Books and journals articles must go through a long and arduous fact-checking process by professionals (sometimes years!), whereas newspaper articles (both print and online) are published so frequently that there is not much time for fact-checking. Finally, web sites are least credible since they are updated by people who are not necessarily professional writers or experts in the content area.
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