Annotation Worksheet


Source: 

I.    Rhetorical Context (Who wrote it or created? Why was it written?  What is it trying to do to or for its readers? What is it? Where does it appear? When was it published? )

The text “How to Mark a Book” is written by Mortimer J. Adler to enlighten readers on useful book reading skills. The text tries to impact the learners with the knowledge on the importance of marking a book. How to mark a book is an illustration on essential and fundamental education process of active reading written in the United States of America due to its American text examples, and publishing date is not indicated, but from its footnote evidence on a review, we can conclude that it was written before July 1941.

II.    Summary (What does the text say? What are its main points/claims? Sub-claims? What kind of support does the author use to back these claims up? What did you find most interesting?)/

The text suggests that for readers to clinch most from reading hey must mark up the book and by doing so they absorb the content wholly. Adler main points include; true ownership of the book which he supports with the argument that despite there being three types of book owners it is only those with dog-eared books, scribbled and marked in from front to back wholly owns the book. The second point is on active reading where he contends that it is only possible to actively read through conversing with the author; which is characterized by notes writing and comes with benefits like keeping the readers awake and stimulating them and reminding them of what they read. Thirdly he gives clear guidance on how to mark up a book where he lists seven methods. The last claim is on the reasons readers resist marking up books, but he suggests practical and possible alternatives. The most interesting is on the full ownership of a book because it is perceived owning something is acquiring it to be in your custody by purchasing it and not necessarily making it part of you.
III.    What are THREE golden lines from the text (quotes that stood out to you most)? Why?

First, it is “If reading is to accomplish anything more than passing the time, it must be active;” since it begins the process of enlightening me on the effective active reading techniques. Second is the line “There is no such thing as the right speed for intelligent reading;” it acts as an encouragement and a way to sensitizing readers against the notion of the more books you read irrespective of the fact that you understood the contexts or not the more intelligence you become. Thirdly is “You will lend him your car or your coat—but your books are as much a part of you as your head or your heart;” this is because a car or coat is expensive than a book and cannot be easily acquired and so it is a way of saying I am not lending out my book.

IV.    Evaluation (Is the text convincing? Why or why not? What new knowledge did you get from reading this text? What strategies does the author use to convince you?)

The context is convincing since every point is well illustrated and supported by a factual point. The knowledge learned is on the active reading where we should understand that as readers we should avoid the fear of marking up our books since by so doing it will be beneficial to us. The author uses analogies where he uses comparison as illustrations to expound on challenging ideas like the comparison between book ownership and eating a beefsteak. Secondly, he uses process analysis where he explains step-by-step how to mark a book and also on analyzing the importance of writing in the book. Lastly, he employs the technique of casual analysis where he answers the question of why? In instances like why readers do not want to mark up their books. 

V.    Questioning (What questions do you have about the text? What would you ask the author if you could speak to him or her directly)

Adler has convinced me on the importance of marking up the book as a sign of active reading the only question I have is since most readers desire to read as many books as possible are not at a position to acquire them all due to financial constraints, could he come up with a 8th way of marking borrowed books intelligently and fruitfully?

