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Welcome to Advanced Public Speaking!

Your enrollment in this class shows that you have mastered one of the most common fears that people have – the fear of public speaking. Perhaps your experience in the beginning Public Speaking course expelled this fear completely, or perhaps you have simply found a way to cope with it. It’s also possible that some of you never really experienced this fear and have found speaking to large groups of people exhilarating from the first time you did it. Whichever one of these experiences fits you, I am glad that you are taking on the challenge of Advanced Public Speaking.
My approach to this course is similar to my approach in the beginning Public Speaking course – speaking is a learn-by-doing process. The only way you will master it is by doing it, so I have designed the course to give the students as many opportunities as possible to get up in front of the class and speak. Since you have all taken Public Speaking and have learned the basics of research, organization, use of language, and delivery, we can spend even more time having students do speeches than in the beginning course.

I’m excited to be teaching this course this semester. One of the things that I love about my job is that I learn so much from my students through the topics that they choose to talk about. I look forward to finding out what you all have to teach me.

Best of luck in all of your endeavors!

Sincerely, 

Michael McHan
What’s this class all about?

Purpose of the Course:  This is a three unit course designed to give students advanced training in the preparation and delivery of common types of public speaking. Emphasis is on new theoretical approaches to the process of oral communication.
Course Description:  This course begins with a review of principles that students should have mastered in the introductory Public Speaking course, Communication 122, such as organization, use of supporting materials, audience analysis, and delivery.
Once this review of principles from the beginning course is accomplished, we will focus on public speaking from a nontraditional perspective – the perspective of invitational rhetoric. This perspective proposes that the purpose of speaking is ‘to clarify ideas – to achieve understanding for all participants involved in the interaction” (Inviting Transformation, p. 9). It emphasizes change occurring in the speaker, not just in the audience, as a result of the rhetorical event. This may seem a bit esoteric, but as you will see when we get into the unit on Invitational Speaking, it’s actually a very practical approach.
Course Objectives/Student learning outcomes:  By the end of this course you should be able to:

· Critique socially significant speeches based on classical or contemporary rhetorical theories.
· Utilize a manuscript to present literature to an audience in an entertaining manner.
· Adapt rhetorical principles to specific occupation-related speaking situations.
· Evaluate the effectiveness of others’ communication and provide constructive feedback for improvement.
· Listen effectively in order to understand and evaluate content.
What is required of me in this class?
Assignments:
An overview of assignments and exams is provided below. Notes are allowed for all speeches.
Introductory Speech – Prepare and present a two to four minute speech that reflects on who you are at the deepest level of inquiry.
Group Assignment – A Great Speech – Work together with other members of the class to prepare and present a readers theater-style version of a great speech from history (recent or past).
Invitational Speeches (you will do two or three of these) – Prepare and present a six to seven minute speech in which you explore one of the following Interactional Goals: assert individuality, articulate a perspective, build community, seek adherence, or discover knowledge and belief (see Ch. 2 in Inviting Transformation). You will use a different Interactional Goal for each of your Invitational Speeches. You will deliver each speech as though you were giving it in a hypothetical situation of your own choosing. You could, for example, be a lawyer delivering closing arguments in a trial, a musician talking to a recording company executive about your latest project, or a trainer sharing about a new sales strategy with a group of employees.
Competitive Speech (option) – You may choose to only do two Invitational Speeches and opt to also do one of the following types of speeches that are done for Intercollegiate Speech and Debate competitions: Extemporaneous, Communication Analysis, Speech to Entertain, or Programmed Oral Interpretation. Samples of these types of speeches will be shown in class as time is available, or you may see your instructor for more information about these types of speeches. You may not use a speech that you are using or have used in competition.
Speaking plans – Develop a written speaking plan for each of your Invitational Speeches using the specific format found in Ch. 10 in Inviting Transformation. If you do not do the speaking plan, you will not be allowed to do the speech. Each plan should be one to two pages in length, typed, double-spaced. If you choose the Competitive Speech option for one of your speeches, there will be an alternate written preparation for that speech.
Critiques (2) – Do written analyses of current speeches by prominent figures. The speeches will be shown and discussed in class. You analysis should demonstrate your understanding of rhetorical principles covered in our course. Your critiques should be two to three pages in length, typed, double-spaced.
Learning Summary – Write a two to three page paper in which you summarize the key things you have learned in the course and reflect on how you plan to apply the skills and knowledge you have gained in your day to day life. Refer to specific progress you have seen in yourself and incorporate specific course concepts in your reflection.
Debate – You will be taught the basics of parliamentary debate in the beginning of the semester and then participate in a debate with a partner(s). The teams have randomly been assigned and are viewable on the weekly agenda below. You will be given a resolution the week before to prepare for your debate. More information on this will be discussed in class. 
Participation – You will be given a grade at the end of the semester for your participation during class discussions and group activities. You do not earn participation points just for showing up. You need to be actively engaged in a way that stimulates the class as a whole in order to earn a strong score in participation.
Resources

Materials:

Textbook – Inviting Transformation, 3rd edition, Foss & Foss. 
Visual Aid - You’ll have the option of using visual aids for any of your speeches.

Contacting your instructor: I want each of you to succeed in this course. If you need any help or additional instruction on any of the assignments, please ask.
E-mail - You can e-mail me at Michael.McHan@gcccd.edu if you have questions about assignments, class policies, or other concerns. I do my best to respond to e-mail within forty-eight hours during the week, although I don’t typically check e-mail on the weekends. I do not accept assignments via email.
Class Policies
Attendance Policy:  The interactive nature of learning in this course means that regular attendance is imperative. When you miss class, you miss material and activities that you need in order to do well in the course. If you miss more than one class meeting, I may drop you from the class. If you arrive late or leave early on a frequent basis, I will note the amount of the class period that you missed and convert those calculations into absences. Please conserve your absences for times when you are truly sick or have an emergency.  

Class conduct:  

Relating to each other - Mutual respect and support should be our guiding principle in all of our interaction. Be willing to listen supportively to others, even those whose backgrounds and/or points of view are different from your own.

Doing the work - I expect students to participate in class discussions and to take an active role in the learning process.  Because a large percentage of class time is devoted to student presentations, the students really make or break this course.  I expect you to prepare interesting, enjoyable presentations and to provide a good audience for your fellow students. 

Maintaining a focused environment - Please turn off cell phones and put them away when you come to class; they can be disruptive to the class as a whole. If you have your phone out during class, I will call you out and ask you to put it away, which interrupts class for everyone. If you use a laptop or tablet to take notes, please be sure that you avoid doing so in a way that is distracting to your fellow students. If you use a laptop or tablet in class for purposes unrelated to our class, you will be asked to turn it off and put it away.  Conversations with classmates when I am lecturing or leading discussions or when other students are giving presentations are disrespectful to the person speaking and distracting to others around you. Please refrain from talking when others have the floor. 
Maintaining academic integrity – This is the statement regarding cheating and plagiarism that has been prepared by the Grossmont College Academic Senate: 

Cheating and plagiarism (using as one's own ideas writings, materials, or images of someone else without acknowledgement or permission) can result in any one of a variety of sanctions. Such penalties may range from an adjusted grade on the particular exam, paper, project, or assignment (all of which may lead to a failing grade in the course) to, under certain conditions, suspension or expulsion from a class, program or the college. For further clarification and information on these issues, please consult with your instructor or contact the office of the Associate Dean of Student Affairs. 

I also suggest that you see information on “Academic Integrity” on the Student Affairs page of the college’s website.
Educational Access:  All students who wish to learn should be given the opportunity to succeed. Students with disabilities who may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to notify me early in the semester so that reasonable accommodations may be implemented as soon as possible. You may also contact Disabled Student Services at (619) 644-7112 for further information or assistance.
What if my work is late or I miss a test?  If you are unprepared to speak on your scheduled date I may consider allowing you to make up the assignment, but your score for the speech will be marked down twenty percent. If you are ill or have an emergency on your scheduled date, you may be allowed to make up the speech without penalty, depending on the circumstances. I may ask for some kind of proof of the illness or emergency, as well as proof that the speech was ready to go. Late written work will only be accepted for one week following the initial due date and will only be given half credit. If you miss the test you have one week from the original test date to take the make-up. It is your responsibility to approach me in a timely manner to schedule a make-up test and to adapt to my availability for administering the make-up. 
How do I earn the grade I want?

Handy Grade Worksheet:  You can keep track of your grade yourself! Grades in this course are based on your total accumulation of points. Here’s what each assignment is worth and the scale for your course grade:

	Assignment
	Points possible
	My Points
	Overall Grade Scale

	Introductory Speech
	30
	
	500 A+ 

463-499 A 

450-462 A- 

438-449 B+ 

412-437 B 

400-411 B- 

388-399 C+ 

350-387 C 

300-349 D 

0-299 F 

	Group Assignment
	30
	
	

	Invitational #1
	70
	
	

	Invitational #2
	70
	
	

	Invitational #3
	70
	
	

	Speaking plan #1
	20
	
	

	Speaking plan #2
	20
	
	

	Speaking plan #3
	20
	
	

	Critique #1
	25
	
	

	Critique #2
	25
	
	

	Debate
	50
	
	

	Learning Summary
	30
	
	

	(Participation)
	(40)
	
	

	Total
	500
	
	


Grade profiles:  Below are profiles, based on my experience, of what students typically do to earn different grades. These profiles are by no means a guarantee – you might do everything listed under “‘A’ students” and still only earn a “B” – but they should give you some good guidelines.

“A” students  Typically attend class regularly, contact the instructor when they have questions, complete all assignments on time, study all relevant reading materials and lecture notes for tests, and deliver presentations that are outstanding, especially in terms of organization and development of content.

“B” students  Typically attend class regularly, contact the instructor when they have questions, complete all assignments on time, study all relevant reading materials and lecture notes for tests, and deliver presentations that are excellent, especially in terms of organization and development of content.

“C” students  Typically have a few absences, complete most assignments on time, read relevant materials and lecture notes for tests but don’t necessarily study them, and deliver presentations that just meet the basic requirements for the assignment.

“D” students  Typically have frequent absences, are late in getting their work ready, skim reading materials, don’t take lecture notes, and deliver presentations that fall short of meeting the required elements of the assignment.

“F” students  Typically have frequent absences, are late in getting their work ready, skim reading materials, don’t take lecture notes, deliver presentations that fall short of meeting the required elements of the assignment, and fail to contact the instructor even after they start to realize they’re in trouble.

What about extra credit?  You may earn a maximum of twenty extra points by putting in extra effort. All extra credit must be turned in by the next-to-last class period. Here are your options for extra credit:

Help with Communication Department functions – Throughout the semester there may be opportunities to help with hosting Speech and Debate Tournaments and other functions. I’ll announce these as I become aware of them.

Attend on-campus events – There are opportunities to attend various lectures, presentations, and performances on campus throughout the semester that may relate in some way to our course and/or that enrich your general education. I’ll announce these as I become aware of them.

Plan your own - Submit a written proposal to me for a project that you would like to do for extra credit. Be sure to submit it to me before you do the project.
Class Schedule
Please note:  This schedule is flexible and subject to change
Dates
Topics & Activities






1/29
Course Overview; Class introductions




2/5
Introductory Speeches
Review of Basic Communication Principles
Chapter 1 class discussion
 

Watch Speech to Critique #1 
2/12
Principles of delivery - Group Discussion

Group Assignment assigned/Select Speeches

Chapter 2 discussion

Debate Prep

Critique #1 due
2/19
No Class – Presidents day. 





2/26
Presentation of Group Assignment


Chapter 3 discussion 

Debate #1:  


Debate #2:
3/5
Chapter 4 & 10 discussion

Debate #3 


Debate #4 
 
Discuss Speaking Plans (options) *Videos
3/12
Chapter 5 & 6 discussion

Debate #5 
Debate #6: 
Speaking Plan for Invitational Speech #1 due 

3/19
Presentation of invitational Speech #1 

3/26
No class – Spring Break

4/2
Presentation of Invitational Speech #1 Cont’d
4/11
Chapter 7 & 8 discussion


Speech Movie for Critique #2


Workshop for Invitational Speech #2

4/16
 Presentation of Invitational Speech #2

Critique #2 due
4/23
Presentation of Invitational Speech #2
4/30
Chapter 9 discussion


In-class Impromptu

Workshop for Invitational Speech #3

5/7
In-class activity

Speaking Plan for Invitational Speech #3 due

5/14
Presentation of Invitational Speech #3 

5/21
Presentation of Invitational Speech #3

Learning Summary due

5/28     Memorial Day
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