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Therkalsen 

POPULATION ASSIGNMENT  

Read the following articles (or play with the maps) and then take the “reading quiz” associated with 

them. This quiz is not designed to be “tricky” but merely to make sure you’ve done the readings. The 

answers to these questions below will be the answers to the quiz but you must do all the readings 

beforehand because it will be timed. To get 100% on the readings quiz answer the questions below 

as you do the readings and then use those answers to take the quiz. Some of the questions may 

draw on your actual lecture notes, you may also use your lecture notes to find the answers as needed 

and you may also use those on the “reading quiz.” 

#1: Demographer Quizzes: Take the easy, medium, and hard quizzes and make sure you know all the 

answers, some of these questions will be the same as the reading questions and some may show up on your 

exam! 

#2: United Nations Population and Data: Predicted Population Graph  and Maps 

1. Use the graph and the change in fertility rate below to note the UN predicted populations:  

✓ What is the median population projection for the year 2100? _______________ 

✓ Decrease the fertility rate by just .5 children, now what’s the projection for the year 2100? _________ 

✓ Increase the fertility rate by just .5 children, now what’s the projection for the year 2100? __________ 

#3: Interactive Population maps  - Use the drop down tab to select the appropriate 

indicator to answer the following questions. Click on the full screen tab in the upper right 

to expand everything.  

1. List the TOTAL POPULATION and rank the following TODAY and in the year 2100: 

 INDIA CHINA USA NIGERIA INDONESIA 

TODAY      

Rank      

2100      

Rank      

2. Explain the how the ranks change between TODAY and 2100: 

 

3. What is the PERCENTAGE UNDER 20 in the US? What about in 2100?  

4. What is the PERCENTAGE AGED 65 or older in the US today? What about in 2100? 

5. What is the PERCENTAGE AGED 65 or older in China today? What about in 2100? 

6. In terms of POPULATION CHANGE, is Eastern Europe growing or shrinking today? 

https://www.ined.fr/en/everything_about_population/population-games/quiz/etes-vous-demographe/#tab-Easy
http://worldpopulationhistory.org/interactive-population-projection/
https://esa.un.org/unpd/wpp/Maps/
http://worldpopulationhistory.org/interactive-population-projection/
https://www.ined.fr/en/everything_about_population/graphs-maps/interactive-world-maps/


7. In terms of POPULATION CHANGE, which region in the world is growing fastest in 2100 (the only one growing!)? 

#4: UN Population Pyramid 

1. What is the total population in 1950, this year, and in 2050? 

2. What is the shape of the pyramid in 1950? Is that typical of a developed or less developed country? 

 

3. What is the shape of the pyramid in 2100? Is that typical of a developed or less developed country? 

 

 #5: US Population Pyramid 

1. Animate the population pyramid and describe the changes over time. 

2. What is the shape of the pyramid in 1900? Is that typical of a developed or less developed country? 

 

3. What is the shape of the pyramid in 2000? Is that typical of a developed or less developed country? 

 

 
#6: 2020 Census Looming 

1. What will make this census different than any other ever conducted (how will it largely be 
conducted for the first time?)  

2. What are some of the “profound consequences” a bungled count could have? 

3. Why did the Republican Congress refuse to allow the reapportionment of House seats in 1920? 
 

 

https://www.ined.fr/en/everything_about_population/graphs-maps/population_graphs/
https://www.census.gov/dataviz/visualizations/055/
https://www.census.gov/dataviz/visualizations/055/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/09/us/census-2020-redistricting.html?rref=collection%2Ftimestopic%2FPopulation&action=click&contentCollection=timestopics&region=stream&module=stream_unit&version=latest&contentPlacement=2&pgtype=collection

